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Between the year 1671 and 1682, when the King's
and the Duke of York's servants united, (about which

Then for his plays or dramatick poetry.

How that of The Uriforiunate Lovers
The depth of tragedy discovers :
In's Love and Honour you might see
The height of tragecomedy;
And for iiis Wits, the comick fire
In none yet ever flam'd up higher :
But coming "to his Siege of Rhodes>
It outwent all the rest by odds ;
And somewhat's in't, that does out-do
Both th' antients and the moderns too.

" To which Momus answered : that though they were never so
good., it became not him to commend them as he did ; that there
were faults enough to be found in them; and that he had
mar'd more good plays, than ever he had made; that all his wit
lay in hyperbolies and comparisons, which, when accessory, were
'commendable enough, but when principal, deserved no great
commendations: that his tmuse was none of the nine, onely a
mungril, or by-blow of Parnassus, and her beauty rather sophis-
ticate than natural; that he offer'd at learning and philosophy,
but as pullen and stubble geese offer'd to fly, who after they had
fluttered up a while, at length came fluttering down as fast agen ;
that he was with his high-sounding words, but like empty hogs-
heads, the higher they sounded the emptier still they were; and
that, finally., he so perplex'd himself and readers with parenthesis
on parenthesis, as, just as in a wilderness or labyrinth, all sense was
lost in them.

*' As for his life and manners, they would not examine those,
since 'twas supposed they were licentious enough ; only he wou'd
say,

" He was a good companion for

" The rich, but ill one for the poor ;

" On whom helook'd so, you'd believe

"He walk'd with a face negative :

" Whilst he must be a lord at least,

" For whom he'd smile or break a jeast.

" And though this and much more, was exaggerated against him
by Momus, yet tjie judges were so favourable to him, because he
had left the muses for Pluto, as they condemned him onely to live
in Pluto's court, to make him and Proserpina merry with his fa-
cetious jeasts and stories; with whom in short time he beeanie so